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REPLY BRIEF < V7 C.-V.R. S 1.193fb)(ltt 
This Reply Brief is filed in response to the Examiner's Answer mailed January 15, 
2004 (hereinafter "Answer"). y 

This Brief is being filed within the time limits prescribed by 37 CFR § 1.193, and 

is being filed in triplicate. 

The Answer raised several new issues as follows: 

(1) Whether the limitation "transverse" is broad enough to describe the 
relationship between two elements which are merely "not parallel"; 

(2) Whether U.S. Patent 6,205,005 to Heath (hereinafter "Heath") inherently 
discloses coincident pivot axis and actuator center of mass at col. 6, lines 38-50; and 

(3) Whether the Office, having at long last looked to the specification to interpret 
the means-plus-function language of claim 15, i.e., "means for pivotably coupling the 
actuator to the base," has properly construed this clause in continuing to reject that 
claim. 
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Argument 

New Issue (1): 

As set forth in the Appeal Brief filed November 4, 2003 (hereinafter "Appeal 
Brief')/ independent claims 1 and 8 recite, among other limitations, "at least two leaves . 
. . transversely disposed at an angle to one another/ 7 The Appeal Brief further stated 
that Heath's elements 7,21 do not cross one another and therefore cannot reasonably 
considered to be transverse to one another. In the Answer, the Office for the first time 
during the prosecution of this application has asserted that the term "transverse" 
requires nothing more than that two elements not be parallel to one another. This 
position is offered without support, and for good reason - there is no support for this 
position in the present specification, the prior art, nor from any other source. If the 
Office persists upon maintaining the ground of rejection based upon this questionable 
definition of the limitation "transverse," some support for clinging to this definition. 
Otherwise, reversal of the rejection of claims 1 and 8 is respectfully requested. 

New Issue (2): 

Oh page 7 of the Answer, the Office points to col. 6, lines 38-50 of Heath for 
support for the contention that Heath inherently discloses an arrangement in which 
"the pivot has a center of rotation generally coincident with a center of mass of the 
actuator" as required by claims 5 and 12* However, this portion of Heath merely refers 
to the fact that it is preferable that the disclosed springs not exert biasing forces which 
would hinder performance of the servo controller in moving the actuator arm. Again, 
Appellant recognizes that the claimed arrangement is desirable; however, the fact 
remains that it is not disclosed, explicitly or inherently, by Heath. Reversal of the 
rejection of claims 5 and 12 is respectfully requested. 
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New Issue (3): 

In the Appeal Brief, Appellant pointed out for the third time during prosecution 
of this application that the Office has a duty to look to the specification in determining 
the scope of the limitation, "means for pivotably coupling the actuator to the base 7 ' in 
claim 15. It is gratifying that the Office has finally deigned to acknowledge the 
existence of this duty. On pages 7-8 of the Answer, the Office cites to Part III of the 
Supplemental Examination Guidelines for Determining the Applicability of 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
Par. 6. The third element of this inquiry asks whether the prior art element is in fact an 
equivalent of the means-plus-function limitation in the claim. The Office dismisses the 
third element of the inquiry by asserting that Heath's arrangement performs its function 
in substantially the same way as the presently disclosed device because Heath is 
"providing leaves that are transversely disposed." However, as set forth in each 
response filed to date, and again above in response to Ne7v Issue 1, Heath leaves are not 
transverse to one another. Reversal of the rejection of claim 15 is respectfully requested. 
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Appellant maintains that present claims identify the features and benefits of the 
present invention clearly and concisely. The present invention as claimed is not taught 
or suggested by the prior art of record or any combination thereof. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that the appealed claims are in condition for allowance, and 
reversal of all standing rejections is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Seagate Technology LLC 
(Assignee of the Entire Interest) 

D^te Dkrekj.Berger>Reg.No.45,401 

Seagate Technology LLC 
Intellectual Property Dept. - COL2LGL 
389 Disc Drive 
Longmont, CO 80503 
(720) 684-2265 (telephone) 
(720) 684-2588 (facsimile) 
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